












































































































































































































































































































































































































































(Continued from front flap) 

Most of all, older Americans want to lead a 
life of independence and dignity, free from the 
fear of crime, in the homes they have occupied 
for decades. To help them achieve these goals, 
Rabushka and Jacobs suggest a small number 
of realist ic proposals, including reverse annui­
ties, deferral of property taxes, reduction of cap­
ital gains tax on the sale of elderly-owned 
homes, and an emphasis on neighborhood se­
curity, among others. These recommendations 
will let the elderly remain free to spend their 
own money as they best see fit, without adding 
costly new burdens to taxpayers. 

Old Folks at Home offers a dramatic rebuttal 
to common notions about the elderly-notions 
which are leading us to trag ically wasteful pub­
I ic programs. 
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"Common sense at last! Old Folks at Home redresses 
errors in stereotyped, sentimental thinking about the 
elderly-who in vast majority are secure in their own 
homes and income. It clears the path for less governmen­
tal eng ineering for, and more creative service from, the 
over-65's. This is research that tells! " 

-Robert W. Adamson 
Director, The College at Sixty Program 
Fordham University, Lincoln Center Campus 

" Rabushka and Jacobs' study of relatively self-sufficient, 
home-owning older Americans constitutes a significant 
contribution to the ongoing national dialogue about the 
well-being of our aging population . ... Challenges many 
of the assumptions held by the public and by many of us 
in the field of aging. That the meaning of their data-and 
their interpretations of it-will undoubtedly be widely de­
bated only underscores its basic importance." 

-Cyril F. Brickfield 
Executive Director, 
American Association of Retired Persons 
National Retired Teachers Association 
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